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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 4451 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: IPP-78: REFUGEES FROM JOS. STOVE WILL BE GIVEN FIRST ASYLUM 
IN NORWAY 

REF: HONG KONG 4408 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . HONG KONG GOVT (POLITICAL ADVISOR) WILSON HAS NOW APPROACHED 
US ON THE 71 INDOCHINA BOAT CASE REFUGEES FROM NORWEGIAN 
TANKER JOHANNESBURG STOVE TRANSITING HONG KONG FOR PROCESSING 
FOR NORWAY. 

2. WILSON STATED THAT HKG WANTS ALL 71 REFUGEES OUT OF HONG KONG 
WITHIN FOUR AND HOPEFULLY TWO DAYS. REFUGEE ACCOMMODATIONS 

HERE ARE VERY TIGHT AND WITH WINDS FAVORABLE IT IS ANTICIPATED 
THAT MORE BOAT CASE REFUGEES WILL BE ARRIVING SOON. HKG IS 
CONCERNED THAT SOME OF THE 71 REFUGEES WILL REFUSE TO GO TO NORWAY 
UNLESS THEY ARE TOLD THEY WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY 
TO OTHER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING U.S., FOR RESETTLEMENT AFTER 
ARRIVAL IN NORWAY. IT HOPES THAT THE USG WILL ACCEPT ITS 
INTERPRETATION THAT THE REFUGEES ARE HERE IN TRANSIT 
STATUS AND THAT NORWAY IS FIRST COUNTRY OF ASYLUM, 
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PAGE 02 HONG K 04451 100635Z 

THEREBY PERMITTING REFUGEES TO BE INFORMED THAT 
THEY COULD MAKE APPLICATIONS FOR OTHER COUNTRIES 
FOLLOWING ARRIVAL IN NORWAY. 

3. REQUEST DEPT’S DECISION ON WHETHER THESE BOAT CASE 
REFUGEES WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY TO U.S. UNDER 
IPP-78 AND/OR CEP AFTER REACHING NORWAY. WE HOPE 
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DECISION WILL BE FAVORABLE GIVEN HONG KONG'S 
HUMANITARIAN ATTITUDE TOWARDS BOAT CASE REFUGEES 
TO DATE (26 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ARRIVED ON JUNK 
YESTERDAY) AND FACT THAT IF HKG HAD REFUSED ENTRY, 

THE NEXT PORT OF CALL FOR JOS. STOVE WAS LOS ANGELES. 

4. REQUEST DECISION BY IMMEDIATE CABLE SINCE PROCESSING 
THESE REFUGEES IS STARTING TODAY AND KNOWLEDGE 
THAT THEY COULD APPLY FOR U.S. RESETTLEMENT WILL HAVE 
A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON REGIIF.EE ATTITUDES. 

SHOESMITH 
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